Small cell carcinoma of the lung.
Small cell lung cancer is a common, usually fatal neoplasm. Although palliative therapy is available for the majority of patients, only a very small minority enjoy long-term survival. Ironically, this neoplasm is nearly entirely preventable and a successful antismoking program is desperately needed. Our efforts to understand the basic biology of this tumor should continue, and, hopefully, will eventually translate into improvements in therapy. In addition to following the leads provided by basic research, a concerted clinical research effort needs to continue to build upon the advances already achieved.